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The Identical River Systems are demar-
cated by different generic names: The
Historical Stratum and Spatiality of
the Generic Names of River Systems in
Southeastern Chinese Dialects

Chun-yuan Cheng
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National Taichung University of Education
Yen-tsao Wei

Professor, Department of Geography, National Taiwan Normal University

Geographical linguistics can illustrate the boundaries of language com-
munities through observing the geographic spaces of vocabularies. From the
perspective of the use of water systems in Chinese Southeast dialects, this
article intends to investigate the state of application of those generic names of
river systems in Wu dialects, Min dialects, Yue dialects, Ke dialects, Gan dia-
lects, Hui dialects, Xiang dialects, etc, integrating geography, linguistics and
historiography into the approach of inter-disciplinary researchThis article also
discusses the etyma of “ i (Jiang), i# (He), i% (Xi), "' (Chuan), -k (Shui),

#& (Gang), #v (Keng), etc., and investigates these generic names of river sys-
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tems’ characteristics in spatial distributions and the causal relationship about
how these names are formed within Min and Hakka in Taiwan, Fujian, and

Guangdong.

Keywords: River System, Generic Name, Chinese Dialects, Historical Stra-

tum, Spatiality
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